
Leading New York’s Path to a Carbon-Neutral Economy

New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA)

March 2, 2021
Doreen M. Harris, Acting President and CEO, NYSERDA



Most Aggressive Climate Law in the U.S.
CLCPA by Numbers, Targets



Establishes Climate Action Council 

> Adopt a Scoping Plan of recommendations for achieving GHG limits

> Co-chaired by NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
and NYS Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA)

> New York State Agencies:

- Department of Transportation - Department of Labor

- Department of Health - Public Service Commission

- Empire State Development - NY Power Authority

- Department of Agriculture & Markets - Long Island Power Authority

- Homes and Community Renewal - Department of State

> 2 Governor appointments

> 3 Senate majority appointments; 1 minority

> 3 Assembly majority appointments; 1 minority

Advisory Panels: 

• transportation

• land use and local government

• housing and energy efficiency

• energy intensive industries

• power generation

• agriculture and forestry

• waste

Working Groups: 

• Climate Justice Working Group

• Just Transition Working Group



Governor Cuomo’s 2021 State of the State: 
Reimagine│Rebuild│Renew

> Historic Renewable Energy Awards
• Build Ready Progress under State’s landmark siting law

> More than $2 billion in transmission investments
• Launch of Tier 4
• Energy Storage: Almost 1,000 megawatts of contracted statewide

> Clean Energy Workforce Training
• Offshore Wind Training Institute – 2,500 workers
• Workforce and Development Training for heat pumps – 14,000 workers

> Climate Justice Job Corps:
• Training for 150 year-long fellowships over the next three years

> Solar and Energy Efficiency Retrofits for 5,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Raise the Green Roof program
• Low interest loans from NY Green Bank



Goal for 40 percent of the benefits from clean energy investments to benefit disadvantaged 
communities:
> Clean energy and energy efficiency programs

> Projects or investments in areas of housing, workforce development, pollution reduction, low-

income energy assistance, energy, transportation and economic development.



Nation-leading Initiatives to Expand Electric 
Vehicle Use

> 2021 State of the State : Electric Transit Buses and EV
Infrastructure for Public Transit
 Electric buses for MTA, Buffalo, Rochester, Albany,

Westchester and Suffolk fleets
 MTA partnership with NREL to develop “traction power

substations” for bus charging
 NYSERDA-MTA Partnership: “Smart Battery” initiative



Innovation in New 
York
Fostering market transformation 
to drive more clean energy, 
energy efficiency, and resiliency

> Promote an end-to-end ecosystem that
accelerates innovation for clean tech
companies

> Identify potential barriers new materials
and technologies could face on the path to
commercialization

> Has leveraged $1.1 billion in private
capital

> More than 440 new and improved clean
energy products have been supported by
NYSERDA
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