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Safe Final Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel in Finland 
This webinar highlights the history, describes the status, and examines the 
strategy for safe final disposal of spent nuclear fuel in Finland. A privately held 
company, Posiva Solutions Oy, is responsible for the final disposal of spent 
nuclear fuel of its owners. Posiva is charged with research & development, 
planning and design, as well as the construction and operation of the 
encapsulation plant and final disposal facility.  

Following the site investigation (1983–1999), Posiva applied for a decision-in-
principle from the Finnish government and parliament. It was granted 2001. In 
2012, Posiva applied for the construction permit, which was authorized in 2015, 
and started preparatory construction works in 2016. Construction works of the 
encapsulation plant and the excavation of the underground facilities started in 
2019 and will be ready in 2023. Posiva submitted the operating permit application 
to the Finnish government in December 2021.A Trial Run of Final Disposal 
(TRFD) will be carried out in 2024, prior to the estimated start of the operation in 
2025. Safeguards are applied for the first time for a spent fuel repository. 

Free webcast! 
 

February 22, 2023 
 8:30 am EST (UTC-5) 

  Register NOW at:  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/regist
er/7547482547162136848 
 

Who should attend: 
policymakers, managers, regulators, 

students, general public 

  

 

Mr. Mika Pohjonen, Managing Director of Posiva Solutions Oy, 
has over 30 years of international experience in the energy 
sector. He has previously held various sales and management 
positions in the engineering and management consulting 
business. Mr. Pohjonen has broad experience in the nuclear 
energy business, acquired in numerous projects in Finland and 
in most European countries that utilize nuclear energy, as well 
as in the Middle East and China. He has also worked as an 
invited expert for the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in environmental and social impact assessment. 

Ms. Sanna Mustonen, Safeguards Officer of Posiva Oy, has 20 
years of experience in Posiva and Posiva Solutions. During her 
career in the program for geological disposal of spent nuclear 
fuel in Finland, Ms. Mustonen has worked in versatile projects 
concerning safeguards, data management, excavation works 
and machine development, among other things. She has been 
acting in Posiva’s safeguards tasks since 2018. Prior to working 
in Posiva, Ms. Mustonen has worked in mining and in 
exploration companies. 

Upcoming Webinars 

30 March 2023, Advanced Reactor 
Safeguards and Materials 
Accountancy Challenges, Dr. Ben 
Cipiti, Sandia National Laboratories, 
USA 
 
5 April 2023, Overview of Graphite 
R&D in Support of Advanced Reactor 
Systems, Dr. Will Windes, INL, USA 
 
24 May 2023, Graphite-Molten Salt 
Interactions, Dr. Nidia Gallego, 
ORNL, USA 
 
7June 2023, International Knowledge 
Management and Preservation of 
SFR, Panel Session with: Cal 
Doucette, ARC Energy, Canada; Joel 
Guidez,  CEA (retired), France; Hiroki 
Hayafune, JAEA, Japan; Patrick 
Alexander, TerraPower, USA;  Ron 
Omberg, PNNL, USA 

 
For more information, please contact Patricia Paviet at patricia.paviet@pnnl.gov or visit the GIF website at 
www.gen-4.org www.gen-4.org 
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